COVERED BRIDGES TANDEM WEEKEND 2008


Plans are underway for the tenth Tandem Weekend in Ashtabula County on September 12 and 13.  This is the most northeastern county in Ohio.  The area is primarily rural and very scenic.  There are 16 covered bridges and a number of small wineries.  The ride will visit 11 to 14 of the bridges (www.coveredbridgefestival.org/bridges.htm). There are numerous opportunities for great photographs.  Several of the bridges and a tavern are on the National Registry of Scenic Places.  Terrain is flat to rolling with no long, severe climbs.  Rides will be centered out of Austinburg at exit 223 on Interstate 90. Detailed maps and cue sheets will be available.

On Saturday, the ride will be in the western section of the county with afternoon stops at Chalet Debonne winery (www.debonne.com) and South River Vineyard (www.southrivervineyard.com).  The Ferrante Winery (www.ferrantewinery.com) is also on the route.  It will be harvest time and the winery should be in full operation. The Great Lakes region is one of the largest areas for growing grapes in the world. If you choose, there are other interesting wineries (www.ohiowines.org) to visit. Saturday evening, dinner reservations are available at Buck’s Grill and Bar.  Buck raises bison locally.  The food is good, the prices are very reasonable, and the atmosphere is casual.  Saturday there are ride options of 44, 66, 80, and 90 miles. A special stop is the Harpersfield Bridge and dam.  This is the longest covered bridge in Ohio, a great place to visit on a bike.  We will also be visiting the Township Park on Lake Erie at the old summer resort town of Geneva on the Lake (www.visitgenevaonthelake.com).  

Sunday will be devoted to the eastern section of the county.  Most of the covered bridges are located in this area. Afternoon stops are planned for the Brant Apple Orchard and Tarsitano Winery. Cider, baked goods, and apple products are available at Brant’s; lunches are available at Tarsitano.  Distance covered on Sunday is approximately 54 miles. As on Saturday, there are options for those who wish to shorten or lengthen the ride.


Riders will be expected to provide or purchase their own food and make their own overnight accommodations. The Comfort Inn will be our host hotel. Cutoff for reduced rate reservations is September 13.  A nominal fee of $20.00 will be charged per team to cover planning expenses and services.  Participation will be limited to 30 tandem teams.  Additional information on Ashtabula County can be viewed at (www.visitashtabulacounty.com).  The Ashtabula County Visitor's Guide can be obtained by calling 1-800-337-6746. For more information or to make a reservation, contact me by e-mail (dwcrush@aol.com).  Thanks for your interest.  Doug Crush
